





ENTERTAINMENT 


HLMS 
FOR CHILDREN 


1946 











ENTERTAINMENT 


FILMS 


FOR CHILDREN 
1946 


*k 


CONTENTS 
Children and the Cinema. 
Children's Film Department. 
Cinema Clubs for Boys and Girls. 


Advisory Council on 


Children's Entertainment Films. 
Children's Film Department. 


Film Production Executive Committee, 





— 
A ee nd re 





En ne 
AS FX 


EEE AZ ALI DEZA AAN er = 


u 


CHILDREN AND THE CINEMA 


GREAT deal of research has been made into the reactions of 
children to the cinema ; but very little has been proved except 
that children like films and that, while some films appear to be 
beneficial, there is reason to think that others are harmful. But 

nearly all this research has been based on films made for an adult audience 
and up to very recent times it has not been possible to enquire into the re- 
actions of children to children’s films, since there have been very few films 
of an entertainment nature made specially for children. 

In recent years a regular audience of children between the ages of 7 
and 14 has attended once a week one of the Children’s Cinema Clubs, 
whose Chairman is Mr. J. Arthur Rank. A special Children’s Film 
Department has been occupied in making entertainment films for this 
audience. It is now possible to begin a long-term policy of collecting 
evidence for research into the influence of entertainment films on children. 
Naturally, in this brief time, enough material has not been amassed upon 
which any sort of documented work can be based, but already certain facts 
are beginning to emerge. 

Our specially limited observations of their reactions to adult films 
suggest that they enjoy watching movement of any kind, even abstract move- 
ment. ‘They often concentrate on some secondary action in the picture 
which is overlooked by adults. They are particularly interested in the 
movement of cartoons. They find it difficult to look and listen, to use both 
senses of seeing and hearing at the same time, and in most cases they prefer 
to concentrate on sight. If they are interested enough to listen, however, 
their memories are remarkably retentive, reproducing accurately numbers and 
names and even phrases with surprising facility. The usual commercial 
film made for adults holds their attention, more or less, but seems to be a 
world of fantasy to them, whose happenings they seldom question. When, 
however, a film deals with children like themselves, with whom they can 
identify themselves, then they demand complete accuracy and realism. 
Boys, being less reserved than girls, tend to dominate the expression of 
the reactions of every audience. They enjoy violent action, while the girls 
seem to prefer quieter films. A pressing problem is to find a formula to 
please both sexes. 

Modern children are exceedingly film-minded, quick to accept the 
conventions of the medium, and alert to pick up the implications of action. 
In this understanding of screen technique, they leave far behind the superior 
adult who seldom goes to the pictures and is therefore somewhat slow in 
grasping a film story in modern film-style. This gap between children 
and these adults is a grave drawback to the development of both educational 
and entertainment films for children. 

A year in age makes a great difference in the approach of a child to a 
film. The age range of the Children’s Cinema Clubs—seven to fourteen— 
is perhaps too wide. Nevertheless, by making films for this specialised 
audience and by observing the unselfconscious reaction of the children, 
it should be possible in the next few years to collect documented evidence 
of the influence on children of this youngest of the Arts. 


A child prepares to entertain children. 
A young actress from a dramatic school 
making-up before going on the set. 





CHILDREN’S FILM DEPARTMENT 





HE CHILDREN’S FILM DEPARTMENT was set up by Mr. 

J. Arthur Rank in May 1944 to ensure that every programme shown 

to the Odeon National and Gaumont-British Junior Cinema Clubs 
should include entertainment films made especially for children. In order 
that these films should dovetail into all other educative and recreative work 
for children, an Advisory Council for Children’s Entertainment Films was 
set up under the Chairmanship of Lady Allen of Hurtwood. This Council 
is small in membership so that it can meet frequently and be constantly 
consulted by those responsible for the production of the films. On it are 
represented three Government departments and national organisations 
which interest themselves in the leisure-time activities of children. 

The Executive of the Children’s Film Department consists of three 
representing the Gaumont Junior Clubs, the Odeon National Clubs, and 
the Production Department. The immediate aim of the Department 1s 
to make certain that in every Club programme there shall be at least ten 
minutes of good formative entertainment that will encourage, in the audience, 
a sound and positive attitude towards life. The long-term policy is to pro- 
vide good, healthy feature films, serials and shorts, about children and for 
children, filmed in Great Britain, in the Empire and in foreign countries. 
The Executive is in attendance at meetings of the Advisory Council and 


puts forward, for criticism and approval, all suggestions for future pro- 
ductions and experiments. 


The Children’s Film Department does not itself produce films but 
contracts with various production companies to make the pictures. Every 
scenario has, however, to be approved by the scenario section of the Children’s 
Film Department before work can be begun. The film is checked at every 
stage by members of the Department and, in its finished form, must be 
approved by them. So unity of purpose is achieved without monotony 
of style. At least fifty-two reels of film are to be made each year. 


As world conditions improve, production will not be limited to Great 
Britain but will be undertaken throughout the British Commonwealth 
and in other countries. The Club movement is extending itself into the 
Dominions ; and European countries will probably, as it becomes feasible, 
experiment with showing the films to their own children. While the films 
are, at first, reserved for the Odeon National and Gaumont-British Junior 
Clubs, they are, when the Clubs have seen them, available for any special 
children’s exhibition and, on 16 mm. film, can be used for non-theatrical 
exhibition. 


The Department must regard itself for some years as a research depart- 
ment. Members of the audiences at the Clubs are encouraged to write 
down their honest reactions to the films. These written criticisms reveal 
such a difference between adult and child audiences that there must, of 
necessity, be a reasonable period of trial and error before the Department 
can formulate the principles that should underlie a good children’s enter- 
tainment film. 
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A children’s film in the making with 
camera and microphone in position above 


a canal barge. 





CINEMA CLUBS FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS 





hones are approximately 400 Odeon and Gaumont-British Junior 
Cinema Clubs in Great Britain, with a membership of more than 


400,000 children between the ages of 7-14, roughly one in ten in this 
age group. 

The Clubs, which were launched by Mr. J. Arthur Rank in 1943, 
are non-profit making. The usual price of admittance is sixpence, and after 
the expenses have been met of opening the cinemas and putting on the 
films, any surplus goes towards encouraging group activities and making 


some contribution to the cost of producing special entertainment films. 


These Clubs form their own local committees to control activities 
and to advise on the programmes. Membership of these committees 
usually includes the Director of Education or his representative, 
a Youth Club Leader, representatives of local organisations interested 
in the welfare of children, and elected members of the boys and 
girls forming the Club. Each Junior Club also has its own special Children’s 
Committee, the members of which act as organisers and leaders of Club 
activities, and as stewards responsible for the orderly behaviour of Club 
members when they enter and leave the cinema during a performance. 
The Committee of children is a valuable link between the Manager of the 
cinema and the members of the Club, and much useful help is given by the 


Committee on the reactions of Club members to the films they have scen. 


The Clubs meet every Saturday morning from 9.30 a.m. until 11.45 
a.m. After the children have been assembled, the first quarter of an hour 
is usually devoted to community singing. In some Clubs, choirs have been 
trained, and in others the singing is led by a musical member of the staff 
or a local music-master. The next item is usually a cartoon, followed by 
the speaking in unison of the Club promise. 


Each Club has a Club Promise which directs the attention of the 
members to the principles of good citizenship. This is usually followed by 
a very brief talk on a subject of local or national interest. These talks are always 
given by an expert, who may be a nurse, a clergyman, an explorer, a scientist, 
the Education Officer or the Medical Officer of Health, a popular figure in 
the sports world, or a member of the local Corporation who will encourage 
interest in civic affairs. After this interlude the children see a short educa- 
tional or documentary film, followed by the main feature, and the performance 
concludes with an episode from a serial. The Club works in close association 
with the Royal Societies for the Prevention of Accidents and Cruelty to 
Animals. The importance of hygiene is conveyed by means of slides and 
cartoon films and attention is also paid to the importance of courtesy in 


modern life. 


Club activities cover a number of interests which appeal directly to 
the children. Art and literary competitions do much to further the child’s 
inclination to express himself through these mediums, and have produced 
a number of extremely encouraging results. Sub-sections formed through- 
out the country by individual managers include stamp clubs, swimming 
sections, football clubs, camera clubs, P.T. classes, libraries, riding and 
dancing classes, and one ambitious club publishes its own newspaper. 
This consists of a large cardboard sheet in the club-room on which is ex- 
hibited written or illustrated material contributed by the children. Some 
Clubs produce their own pantomimes and plays, and there is already growing 
up a number of Club orchestras. Naturally managers seek for talent amongst 
their Club members, whereby they may form concert parties for entertaining 
the home club and also for entertaining troops in hospital, the old and the 
infirm. These outside performances give members confidence and an 
opportunity for self-expression. Many members adopt patients in children’s 


or military hospitals and visit their fellow members who are ill. 


In a number of towns where more than one Club is in operation, 
friendly rivalry is encouraged by inter-Club activities such as football 


matches, swimming contests or spelling bees. 





Club members visiting the projection 
box of their cinema and learning how 


much skill lies in the good showing of 
films. 


The production of a children’s film ina 


studio. In this case the set represents 


part of the Natural History Section of 
the Museum. 





Expeditions to places of interest make an 
important part of Club activities. In this 
case the visit is to the London Zoo. 








One of the most important aspects of the movement is the gradually 
growing interest in people in other countries. There have been many 
friendships formed between Dutch refugees at Coventry and Doncaster 
and members of the Club, and an Anglo-Soviet “* pen-pal” scheme has 
been inaugurated. The importance of international friendship between 
children cannot be over-emphasised since the world’s future lies in their 


lacking in this country, and it is a tribute to the cinemas that they have 
tecognised the gap and are trying in part to fill it. 


Further information about Club organization may be had from Victor 
P. Powell, Controller, Gaumont-British Junior Club, 52, Haymarket, 
London, S.W.1, and E. McQuaid, Controller, Odeon National Cinema 
Club for Boys and Girls, Albion House, 59/61 New Oxford Street, 


hands. 
Leisure-time facilities for children between the ages of 7-14 are tragically 
London, W.C.1. 








The Clubs are democratic in constitution, 
having an elected Committee to advise 
the Theatre Manager. The members of 
the Committee take their duties seriously 
and are active and vocal at meetings. 


Games and sports of all 
couraged as a part of Club activities 


is a Club football 


Here 





kinds are en- 


team. 





ADVISORY COUNCIL ON CHILDREN’S 


ENTERTAINMENT FILMS. 


To consider and advise on the production of Entertainment films 


for children. 


Chairman : 
LADY ALLEN of HURTWOOD, Hurtwood House, Albury, Guildford, 


Mis; M. D. CLAYTON 
Observer for the Ministry of 
Education 
Belgrave Square, London, S.W.1. 


Mr. W. H. C. DAVEY 
Home Office 
Whitehall, London, S.W.1. 


Mr. H. FORSYTH HARDY 
Scottish Office 

Fielden House, Gt. College St., 
London, S.W.1. 


Mr. DEREK McCULLOCH 

O.B.E. 
The British Broadcasting Corporation 
Broadcasting House, London, W. t. 


Mr. OLIVER BELL 
British Film Institute 
4, Gt. Russell St., London, W.C.1. 


Dr. W. P. ALEXANDER 
Association of Education Committees 
10, Queen Anne St., London, W.ı. 


Mr. W. GRIFFITH 
National Union of Teachers 
Hamilton House, Mabledon Place, 
London, W.C.1. 


Mrs. WALTER ELLIOT 
National Assn. of Girls’ Clubs and 
Mixed Clubs 
Hamilton House, Bidborough St., 
London, W.C.ı. 


Mr. RANDAL KEANE 
National Assn. of Boys’ Clubs 
17, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 


Dr. BENJAMIN GREGORY 
Christian Cinema & Religious Film 
Society 
Gatesgarth, Selsey, Sussex. 


Miss D. D. CHILCOT 
Library Assoctation 
Chaucer House, Malet Place 
London, W.C.1. 


LADY DANIEL 

National Union of Townswomen’s 
Guilds 

2, Cromwell Place, London, S.W.7. 





FREDA, Countess of LISTOWEL 

Nat. Fed. of Women’s Institutes 

IO, Parkside, Knightsbridge, 
London, W. 1. 





CHILDREN”S FILM DEPARTMENT 
G.-B. INSTRUCTIONAL LIMITED 
MARY FIELD, M.A. Director 


H. BRUCE WOOLFE ’ 
Production Adviser 
W. D’ARCY 
Production Assistant 





FILM PRODUCTION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


MARY FIELD, M.A. 
Children’s Film 


E. McQUAID 
Odeon National Cinema 


M. CATHCART BORER, B.Sc. 


Scenario Editor 
P. JACKS 
Secretary 


VICTOR P. POWELL 
Gaumont-British 


Department Club for Boys and Girls Junior Club 








SECRETARY Miss P. JACKS, Gaumont-British Instructional Ltd., 


Film House, 


Wardour St, W.1. (Gerrard 9292.) 
























